Inhibition of HIV replication by liposomal encapsulated amphotericin B.
This report shows the potential of using a liposomal encapsulated preparation of amphotericin B (a polyene macrolide antibiotic) for the in vitro inhibition of HIV. There was no significant difference between the effective doses of the free form of drug when compared to the liposomal encapsulated preparation in inhibiting the growth of HIV. Virus expression was suppressed at a concentration of 5-10 micrograms/ml of the drugs. The liposomal preparation showed greatly reduced cytotoxicity in experiments using cultures of murine leukocytes. These results show the potential usefulness of liposomal encapsulated drugs in the treatment of patients with AIDS or AIDS related complex.